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stance towards the events, and
quickly worked to contain the
popular protests that the Omani
street witnessed in 2011.

The rest of the Cooperation
Council countries (Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, United Arab Emirates,
and Bahrain) opposed the events
of the “Arab Spring” and took
negative attitudes towards it,
because they realized the amount
of threat they might face with the
arrival of the Islamist forces to rule
in the region.

Keywords: Kuwait, the Arab
Spring, Kuwaiti protests.

* Center for Strategic and
International Studies, University of
Baghdad, Iraq.

Kuwait Programme, BROOKINGS
INSTITUTION, (August 2015).
Kuwait and the “Arab Spring”:
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ABSTRACT
The countries of the Gulf
Cooperation Council were
surprised by the popular protests
that swept the region in 2011,
which brought about important
transformations in the political
environment of the region,
and prompted regional and
international parties to reformulate
their political orientations in
dealing with the emerging
situations “While Qatar supported
all these protests, and supported
them politically, medially, and
financially, which enjoyed strong
relations with the new regimes
that took power in (Tunisia,
Libya, Egypt, and Syria), From
the beginning, it took a strongly
supportive stance in the Syrian
and Libyan crises, the popular
movements in them, and the
military operations that sought
to topple their regimes. The
Sultanate of Oman took a neutral
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